Important dates for your diary:
May Bank Holiday: Monday May 4th. School closed.
First Communion: Saturday May 16th., 2015, 11 am in St.
Peter & Paul’s Cathedral.
19/20 & 21st May: Literacy Testing in school.
Friday 22nd May: School closed as an official polling station
for the Referendum.
26/27 & 28th May: Maths Testing in school.
June Bank Holiday: Monday June 1st. School closed.
Week of 8th June: Active Schools Week.
Friday June 12th:
Sports Day.
Tuesday June 16th: Enrolment Evening.
Tuesday June 23rd: Graduation Evening
Summer Holidays: Friday 26th June

HHOLY FAMILY SENIOR SCHOOL
April, 2015.
www.hfss.org
Check the website regularly to find out what is
happening in school.

Our Active School’s Motto
Motto::
Commit to be fit, live long, stay strong!

School Tour Dates:
6th. Class - Wednesday June 10th - visiting Tralee.
5th. Class - Monday June 8th— University of Limerick.
4th. Class - Monday June 8th - University of Limerick.
3rd. Class & 2nd Class - In planning.

Time to say goodbye…………… Unfortunately we have to say goodbye and a really big Holy Family ‘Good
Luck’ to Mr O’Neill. Mr O’Neill is leaving us to take up a new position as Principal of Connolly
N.S. While we are sorry that he is leaving us, we know he will make a fantastic Principal and we
wish him every success with this wonderful new opportunity. It is very much a case of it being
Holy Family’s loss and Connolly’s gain ……..
A special thank you to Mr O’Neill for all his hard work and enthusiasm over the past 14 years in
Holy Family Senior School. As well as being such an inspiring teacher, Mr O’Neill has given endless hours of
his time to Holy Family, outside of school hours, training teams and organising extra curricular activities. He is
leaving a strong legacy of pupil involvement in sport but I have no doubt that the team of teachers remaining
here will follow his leadership and show the same commitment to our pupils. I suppose we may even meet him
and his teams from Connolly on the playing pitch in the future, but don’t expect any favours from us Mr
O’Neill!!! We will be saying goodbye to Mr O’Neill at a short assembly at 2.20 pm on Friday so here’s hoping
he gets the send off he so richly deserves. Sarah Barnes, Principal
Principal.

Our Active School’s Motto - Commit to be fit, live long, stay strong!
The school has been very busy this year organising different initiatives for the children around the area of
Active Schools. This term, with the support of parents, we will be implementing the Be Active ASAP (After
School’s Activity Programme). This is a wonderful, structured, physical education programme full of fun
enjoyable lessons.
Active School’s Week: 8th - 12th June, 2015.
The Active School’s Committee is busy organising a comprehensive timetable of events for Active School’s
Week. Children from each class have met with the committee and suggested different activities they would like
to be involved in during the week. If parents have any expertise in any particular sporting area, and would like to
get involved with a class during the week, please contact our Home School Liaison Teachers - Breege Hamel or
Stacey Ryan on 0866040686. Also, if you are willing to help out with the Sports Day on Friday12th June, please
contact the Parents’ Association Chairperson Liliana Lacka or the HSCL Teachers as above.
Green Schools News:
Our Green Schools Committee has just received fantastic news. We were successful in our application for our
fourth green flag, based on the ‘Travel’ theme. It was a long process for the last two years, but everyone
pulled together in getting the work done and in submitting our application to An Taisce earlier this
month. There are seven steps to being awarded a green flag. The steps include conducting an
environmental review, drawing up an action plan, engaging in relevant curricular work and informing
the wider community. Thank you to Róisín Ní Ghairbhith from An Taisce and our Green Schools
Committee, made up of students and staff, who helped guide the school through these steps. As part of the
travel theme, the whole school has put in a huge effort to walk, cycle or ‘park & stride’ to school. We began by
having WOW days (Walk on Wednesdays).

Green Schools News: The class with the most participants received the Golden Boot Award at
assembly each week. Then we moved on to COW days (Cycle on Wednesdays). The winning
class receives the Golden Bike award. Some classes engaged in cycle training. We made posters,
composed slogans, wrote articles for the school newsletter, addressed everyone at assembly and
held competitions. As a result of all the hard work, there has been a significant rise in the number
of children walking and cycling to school. We are very happy with our progress thus far, and we
hope that everyone will continue to follow our green code: Rid pollution from our town, use

your feet to get around. A delegation from the Green Schools Committee will travel to Galway on
Thursday May 21st to receive our new flag. We will have a special ceremony in school later in the year to
raise the green flag.
Holy Family School’s 50th Anniversary Concert.
On March 12th, Holy Family School held a 50 year anniversary concert. All the choir and band members’
parents attended this concert and so did some of the past teachers and pupils of the school. The concert was
a celebration of past pupils from the school who now enjoy a successful career in the Arts. It
was mostly dancers and singers, with a few musicians too. The Holy Family Senior School
Choir and Rock Band also performed.
The choir performed “What Tomorrow Brings” and “When you Believe”. The rock band
played “Little Talks” and “Happy” with the choir singing along. All of the pupils had a brilliant
night and it was a great experience to play and sing along side some very successful musicians,
singers and dancers. The choir and rock band would like to thank Ms Bridge, Mrs Hickey, Ms Faherty,
Mr Connolly and Graham Keane for all their hard work and dedication to us.
The Parents Association took a lot of time before the concert to decorate the hall and front foyer and it was
beautiful. Overall the night was a great success and the past and present pupils would like to thank everybody
who took part and made the night memorable.
By Shannon Hegarty. Room 18.
World Book Day. By Salomea Kiszka. Room 1.
On March 5th, 2015, it was World Book Day. For part of the day we spent time reading
books. Everyone in the Holy Family got a book token to buy a book in town. For homework,
my class had only reading work and no written work. I also went with my class to the school
library. I really liked World Book Day because I love reading.
The Solar Eclipse.
On Friday March 20th, 2015, the earth experienced a solar eclipse. This happens when the moon
comes in the way of light being shone on earth by the sun. This means that for a short time the
earth’s light is blocked by the shape of the moon.
In the morning, my teacher Mr Cooney, opened all of the blinds and turned off all the lights to
show us how much darker it was than usual! The eclipse was due to take place at 09:30 am. By
the time the choir came back and when it was light again, we saw the eclipse.
It is too dangerous to look directly at the sun so my teacher showed us how to look at the eclipse without
hurting our eyes. He took a piece of paper and cut it in half. He made a small hole in one half and then
held up the other piece of paper in front of that. The first piece of paper left a shadow and only the hole
allowed the reflection of the sun to shine through. The light that came through the hole made the sun look a
funny shape, like a banana!! I really liked that day. By Salomea Kiszka, Room 1.
Sacrament of Reconciliation.
Last Wednesday we received the Sacrament of Reconciliation. We started preparing a long time
ago by practising our prayers, songs and creating our shepherds in art class. The service was
really peaceful. Fr Ger told the story about the Lost Sheep and then it was time to tell the priest
times we showed love and times when we did not. Ms Hickey played some nice music while we were waiting
to go up to the altar. I was a little bit nervous but the priest was really nice. When it was over we got a
daffodil and we gave this to our parents. We are now preparing for our 1st Holy Communion, which is on
Saturday May 16th. We are really looking forward to it.
By Gráinne Odiase. 2nd Class.

Success for Holy Family Senior School in
National Sportshall Athletics Finals
Holy Family Senior School, Ennis were runners up in three categories at the finals of the National Sportshall
Athletics Championships which were held on Wednesday March 25th in the Athlone Institute Sports Arena.
Sixteen counties participated in the event on the day. We had been selected to represent the county
following the intense county finals between schools that participated in the competition, run by Clare Sports
Partnership. At the county finals, Holy Family won the third and fourth class girls section as well as the fifth
and sixth class boys and girls sections.

Sportshall Athletics is a unique programme designed to combine running and field events. Each child is
allowed to compete in a maximum of two running and two field events with each team consisting of a
maximum of fifteen athletes. The running events consisted of a number of different distance relays while
the field events consisted of javelin, long jump, triple jump, vertical jump, speed bounce and chest push.

We practiced very hard leading up to the National Finals. This was a huge achievement for any one school to
have three teams participating in the National Finals. On the day, Holy Family, representing County Clare,
were up against stiff competition. After the days competition, when the results were announced third and
fourth girls finished in 2nd place in the country. While the fifth and sixth class boys and girls also finished in 2nd
place in the country. The other Clare school Gaelscoil Mhicíl Chiosóg came 7th in the 3rd and 4th class boys
section. The teachers Seán O' Neill, Barry Corbett and Kevin Brennan were absolutely thrilled with the
result. All the effort, dedication and hard work put in by the children really paid off. We have some really
talented athletes in the school. The children will remember these wins forever.
Last year Holy Family Senior School won two national titles as well as being runners up in another two
categories. James Murrihy from Clare Sports Partnership said, “It was a massive achievement for the school
to compete in three categories, let alone finish second in three categories”. Since Sports Hall Athletics began
in County Clare, the Holy Family have really excelled in the competition within the county and at national
level due to the wonderful work put in by their teachers and athletes, with the help from the TY students
from St. Flannan’s College and Clare Sports Partnership.

Sports Update - May, 2015.
2015.
After School’s Activities Timetable.
Timetable.

Day/Time

Activity

Teachers in Charge.

Monday: 2.45—3.45 pm
2.45 - 3.30 pm

Camogie 3rd - 6th Classes
Quiz - 5th & 6th Classes

Mr Brennan, Ms Walsh, Mrs Vaughan
Ms Browne & Mrs Hamel

Tuesday:

No after school activities

Wednesday: 2.45 - 3.30 pm

Hurling 3rd - 6th Classes
Finishing on Wednesday May 20th.
20th

Mr Bell, Mr Corbett, Mr Ryan
& Mr Cooney

Thursday: 2.45 - 3.30 pm

4 week Golf lessons for 3rd Class

Mr Cooney & Ms Walsh

Friday: 2.45 - 3.45 pm

Boys Hurling Team
Girls Camogie Team

Mr Corbett, Mr Brennan, Ms Walsh &
Ronan Keane (GAA coach)

Some News from the children of our school.
Junior Achievement Awards. From Ms Vaughan’s Class.
Last week Ms Vaughan’s 3rd Class received their first visit from Junior Achievement volunteer,
Caitriona Gallagher from the Clare County Council. Caitriona is delivering a programme called
“Our Town”.
Town” Our special visitor will be visiting us every week for the next four weeks. The children are really
enjoying these visits as they are learning about the planning involved in building a town in a very fun and exciting
way. They now understand that a town is a place where a lot of people live, work, play and go to school. They
are doing lots of fun activities, including constructing paper buildings, mapping out a town, writing newspaper
articles, planning their own restaurant and examining why banks are important. The class really look forward to
Caitriona’s visits every week and we can’t wait to see what we will get up to next week! A number of other
classes have had Junior Achievement volunteers in their classes also, and many exciting projects are taking place
throughout the school.
Junior Entrepreneur Project - By Dami Adesina.
On April 23rd, 2015, the three 6th classes went to the West County Hotel for the Junior
Entrepreneur Presentation. We set out on foot on Thursday morning and 15 minutes
later we arrived at the West County Hotel. There were lots of other schools who had
participated in the Entrepreneurship Programme and some were very successful. As we sat down the Mayor of
Ennis and other important people gave a few words of congratulations and thanks. As soon as that was over each
school gave a brief presentation of their work. Then it was our school’s turn. Whitney and Shannon gave a presentation on all of the different aspects we had to look at and use to make our business idea successful. Our business idea was called “Splash Wonder”, where we washed staff cars. Rounding up, Shannon talked about the
costs and the profits. When all the schools were finished there were a few more words from the organiser, Mr
Tom Glynn, and the sponsor, Mr Donal Slattery. When it was all over we got fresh baguettes, a fruit bowl and a
bottle of water. All in all the day was great and we enjoyed the programme.
4th Class Violin Project:
This year Holy Family Senior School were picked by Music Generation to take part in this year’s
violin programme. All the classes were put in a hat and fourth class were lucky enough to be
picked out!!!!!!!
Every Thursday we get to go to violin and we even get to bring the violins home. After only 4 lessons, we know
about the history of the violin, how to hold the violin properly and even how to play a short tune! All thanks to
our violin teachers Eddie & Eimear. We love going to violin and we are all making great progress! By Aoise &
Aimee.

