Important Dates:
Friday 2nd December: West Midland’s Theatre visit Holy
Family Senior School Hall with their show “The Legend of
the Golden Dragon”.
Friday 2nd December: Choir & Band will perform carol
singing in the market from 12 noon.
Tuesday 20th December: Nativity in the Cathedral @ 8.15
pm.
Thursday 22nd December: School closes at 12 noon for
Christmas holidays. Reopens on Monday January 9th @
9am.
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Home School Community Liaison & Parents’ Association:
The whole school community has been busy with the Parent’s Association Christmas
fundraiser,
fundraiser a Multicultural Recipe Book.
Book This book includes recipes from 50 countries around
the world, representing the traditional dishes from our pupils’ heritages. The children worked
extremely hard on producing these in a bid to create a book that would ‘follow your fork
around the world’. The recipes are divided into three sections; savoury, breads and desserts. This book will be
available to purchase in December and would make a fabulous Christmas gift.
The Parents’ Room is a hive of activity this half term. We have something on offer to suit everyone and would
love to have you on board in one or multiple groups and courses. Contact Ms Buckley or Mr Griffin for more
details.
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Sewing Group
9am – 12 noon

Varies from week
to week

English Classes
with Olwyn
9am – 11 am

‘Getting ready for
Christmas’ Course
9am – 11am

Holy Family Craft
Group
9am – 12 noon

The Holy Family Gardening group started on Thursday 24th November. Áine from Seed Savers joined us on the
day to share her expertise. We will notify you of the next date for your diary soon!
The Men’s Woodwork group will begin on Tuesday 6th December. This will be a dedicated time for dads,
guardians, grandads, uncles, older brothers etc. to get together to learn and practice new skills in a relaxed
environment. Start by making a Christmas ornament to take home. All materials and equipment provided.
The ‘Getting ready for Christmas’ course is a 4 week opportunity to try out some new culinary delights for visitors
over the holidays as well as a chance to make some Christmas floral arrangements. This course began on
Thursday 24th November and has gotten the Christmas spirit flowing already in the Parent’s Room.
A new Facebook page called ‘Holy Family School – HSCL Activities’ has been launched to keep parents up to
date on all the latest news, courses on offer and events for parents and families in our school. Feel free to ‘Like’
and stay informed regularly.

Carol Singing.
Approximately 50 of our choir members will perform at the new trader's market building in
the Ennis market area from 12:00-1:45 on Friday Dec 2nd. Unfortunately our full 140 member strong choir cannot perform as there is simply not enough space. School Band will also
perform as part of Ennis Christmas Markets. Please come along and join in the festive singing.

On Tuesday, December 20th.,
20th Holy Family Senior School will present their bi-ennial
production of ‘Who Would Imagine A King – A Christmas Nativity Story’.
Story’
This beautiful night of scripture and song, recalling the First Christmas, takes place in
the Cathedral at 8:15pm on Tuesday December 20th. All children from 2nd – 6th class are
expected to attend.
Our Christmas Nativity is a whole school event in accordance with our school ethos - it
is not a Mass or a Sacrament celebration. Full attendance is expected on the night
except in circumstances where a parent, for whatever religious reasons they may have,
consider it inappropriate for their child to attend. In these cases a letter or a note in the child’s journal, written by
a parent is necessary to excuse the child from attending this event.
Rehearsals are well underway in school with all classes learning a selection of Traditional Christmas Carols.
If your child has a speaking part in the Nativity, please rehearse their lines with them at home, so they are
confident in their part.
Choir members from 4th to 6th class are required to dress as angels. White dress/tunic, white leggings/tights and
something nice on their hair/around their head. Wings are not necessary.
If your child has a specific part, you may be asked to provide parts of their costume, as school will do the majority of the dressing for their role.
The rest of the children are to dress as festive carol singers i.e. Christmas jumpers, hats, scarves etc.
On the night of the Nativity:
♦
children will need to be in their places at 8pm sharp. Please bear in mind that there is a 7:30pm Mass in
the Cathedral and it may still be in progress as the children arrive. Please wait quietly in the foyers of the
church until Mass is over – the children will have assigned areas to sit, in the galleries of the church. The
main aisles are for you - our audience. Please bring family members and friends to this event.
The following is a list of important details you and your child will need for the night:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Band members to assemble under side galleries and only proceed to altar when directed to do so. When
you are finished playing you take your place in the side galleries/altar.
All main Nativity characters to be seated in their assigned places at 8:00pm sharp – dressed in costumes.
All choir members 4th to 6th – dressed as white and silver angels, to be seated on choir steps on altar of
church.
All children from 2nd- 6th class to be dressed as festive carol singers – Christmas jumpers, hats, scarves,
winter woollies, Santa hats etc. by 8:15pm in assigned places in side galleries of church.
Parents, guardians, family members and friends to be seated in main and side aisles of the church and beneath the galleries (in seats that are not reserved).
All are welcome to this event and there is no admission fee.
No child is allowed to walk home from the event unless accompanied by an adult.
When the event is over choir members can be collected by a parent from the altar – they will wait there
until somebody comes to collect them.
Main Nativity characters can be collected from the altar also.
Children in the side galleries will be walked down stairs by their class teachers and you can collect them
from the bottom of the stairs/underneath gallery – your child will tell you what side gallery they’ll be in.

Our Christmas Nativity is always a special event, guaranteed to put you in the Christmas Spirit. Come and sing along, if
you like or simply just relax and enjoy the story, song and dance.

A Spooky Visit to the Museum.
Little did we know when we woke up on October 25th that we
would be going on a Halloween tour to the Clare Museum.
Miss Mc Mahon’s class were full of excitement and anticipation
on our journey there. On arrival, we were transported to a
magical, mysterious space where our storyteller Ruth Marshall
was awaiting us.
She told us amazing, wonderful stories about Halloween
traditions from the past. We learned how the festival has evolved over time. From people being terrified of evil
spirits, to dressing up in funny costumes, we all enjoyed her tales and unique performance.
One particular story was about a lady called Biddy Early who was given an enchanted blue bottle with which it
was said she could see the future. Her son Tom died at a young age, and he returned from the dead to give her
this magical “Blue Bottle”. He told her that it would make her a living. People flocked to hear Biddy’s often
accurate predictions about the future. On her death, it was rumoured that the blue bottle was returned to the
fairies in a lake.
Throughout our visit we played great games, sang and heard stories about Halloween traditions. When our visit
was over, we had gained a huge knowledge of Halloween and we all looked forward to celebrating our own
family traditions on October 31st. By Macauley Brennan & John Tiernan.
Music Generation Clare Tuition
We are so blessed at Holy Family School to have such talented music tutors come to us
each week to provide instruction in concertina, drums and guitar. This is a
wonderful opportunity for any child and a huge convenience for parents as this tuition
happens in school...after school. Lessons are heavily subsidised and children attending
these lessons are very lucky.
If for any reason your child expresses a disinterest in their lessons - as most
children do when the piece of music they are learning is difficult - can you please speak
with them and encourage, encourage, encourage!!
Don't allow them to drop out when the going gets tough - encourage them to persevere
and to put in a little more practise. Every piece of music is difficult when you get it first it's only with practise does it get easier and more enjoyable.
Pupils must commit to their new instrument for one full year in order to give it a proper chance.
Learning a musical instrument is a lifelong skill that they can bring anywhere in the world with them, it improves
academic skills, it develops physical skills, it cultivates social skills, it refines discipline and patience, it can help
them make new friends, relieves boredom, and can even earn them a few €€€ !! If you have any queries or
your child is experiencing difficulty, please contact Ms Bridge at school to discuss.
Christmas School Fundraiser: Bag Packing in Dunnes
Thursday 8th December
We have been fortunate enough to secure a date for bag packing in aid of the Holy Family Schools in Dunnes
Stores on Thursday 8th Dec next. This is a wonderful opportunity for us to raise funds for various initiatives running in our school. Your help and support would be much appreciated. If you have an hour or two to spare and
are willing to help out could you please fill in the form your child has already taken home and return it to your
child’s teacher no later than Friday 2nd December. Many thanks in advance.

Science Week:
Science Week was held in Holy Family from 13th – 20th November. We chose
biodiversity as our theme, since we are going for our biodiversity flag for
Green Schools this school year. All classes had tasks to undertake, and they
learned a lot about this interesting subject. Biodiversity is the wide variety and
huge number of plants and animals in the world or in a particular habitat.
The 2nd classes investigated our school garden and the biodiversity that exists
in there. Two children even made bird feeders to entice more birds into our garden. The
3rd classes studied pollination and how important bees and other insects are for plant
growth. In 4th class, children learned about Ireland’s bogs, how they were formed and the
rich biodiversity they support. 5th class students studied endangered animals in the Amazon
Rainforest and completed lovely projects on these. In 6th class, students looked at the threats to biodiversity and
how we can play a role in conserving biodiversity. Last week, an expert from Heritage in Schools visited us and
did biodiversity workshops with 5th and 6th classes. Children visited the school garden with her, and identified
plant and animal species which are living in our midst. We hope to get as many children as possible involved in
growing our school garden and in keeping it a tidy and enjoyable space for all. We look forward to learning lots
more about biodiversity in the coming months and to playing an important part in protecting it.

After School Activities Halloween - Christmas 2016
Monday
Hurling/Camogie
Boys & Girls
2nd class - 6th class

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Athletics
Teachers’
Boys’
Quiz
Meetings
Badminton
Boys & Girls
No after school
2nd class - 6th
3rd & 4th class
class
activities
All after school activities end at 3.30pm.

Friday
No After
School
Activities

Please note that the wearing of helmets is compulsory when playing hurling/camogie.
Helmets must meet IS: 355.
We have a supply of helmets & hurleys in the school for sale.
An ideal Christmas gift. Call into the office to buy same.

Christmas Hamper Appeal
It’s that time of year again where we are kindly asking you
to think of those less fortunate than ourselves this Christmas
by donating non - perishable food items/toys to our annual
Clarecare Christmas Hamper Appeal. This can be done by placing your
donation in the boxes located under the Christmas tree in the main reception of the
school from Monday 5th Dec – Friday 16th Dec. Your generosity is much appreciated
as always for this very worthy cause. Thanking you in advance,
HSCL Teachers.

